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Wil Blades 
 
From cookin’ with Blues legend John Lee Hooker, organ summits with B-3 master Dr. Lonnie Smith,     

television and radio appearances, young Wil Blades is gaining critical acclaim and international             

recognition.  Blades, a native Chicagoan, has become the San Francisco Bay Area’s first call organist 

and is rapidly gaining momentum throughout the country.  For the past several years, Will has been 

wowing Bay Area audiences with groups such as O.G.D.,” “Motherbug” and “Steppin”  In addition to     

performing with legendary artists such as John Lee Hooker and Dr. Lonnie Smith, Wil has performed and 

recorded with Melvin Sparks, Idris Muhammad, members of Soulive, Don Braden, Betty Joplin, Will      

Bernard, and Many others.  Will has kept the traditional sounds of Jimmy Smith, Larry Young, and 

“Groove” Holmes alive, while creating a more personal, modern sound.  His playing is rhythmic, funky 

and bluesy, yet his original compositions are harmonically intriguing and unique. 


